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Mr. James Moore, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

      Public Works and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the 
      Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver Whistler Olympics     

      Government of Canada;
Your Excellency, Mr. Munir Sheikh, Deputy Minister of Labour 

     Government of Canada;

Your Excellency, Mr. Wang Guangtao, Minister of Construction of China;
Distinguished Ministers;
Madam Executive Director of UN-HABITAT, 

      Mrs. Anna Tibaijuka;
Heads of International Organisations;
Members of the Diplomatic Community;
Your Worships The Mayors;
Representatives of civil society and the private sector;
Excellencies;
Ladies and Gentlemen.
It is my distinct pleasure to present at this Plenary the Report of the Third Session of the World Urban Forum, on behalf of the Chair of WUF III, Ms. Diane Finley, Minister of Human Resources and Social Development of Canada.

The Report has been reviewed by the Advisory Group of the Third Session of the World Urban Forum, whose members were announced at the First Plenary Session.  The Membership of the Group represents the different constituent groups and Habitat  Partners at this Forum,  including youth, representatives of Government, local authorities, women, non-governmental and  grassroots organizations, from both developing and developed countries.  It was chaired by  Mr. Munir Sheikh, Deputy Minister of  Labour and Associate Deputy Minister of Human Resources and Social Development, Canada, on behalf of Hon. Diane Finley.  I had the honour to serve on the Advisory Group  as Co-Chair.

The broad spectrum of the Advisory Group membership was to ensure that the Report that has emerged will have the consensus of all major groups taking part in  this Session.

Apart from those sections of the Report which deal with the opening and closure of the Forum and organizational matters, the core of the Report is the Overview and Recommendations of this Forum as derived from the Dialogues, Roundtables, Plenaries and other Special Sessions of this meeting, summaries of which are annexed to this Report and available on the Web site of this Forum, www.unhabitat.org/wuf3.

The overview contained in the report therefore highlights the key actionable recommendations that have emerged from this session as endorsed also by the Advisory Group.

The Advisory Group has also entrusted the Secretariat of UN-HABITAT to complete the  Report to reflect the work of today, to make the final non-substantive editing of this Report and to correct any typographical and grammatical errors that may have occurred.

With these remarks, I have the pleasure to announce that the Advisory Group has fully endorsed the Report of this Forum for presentation to the Executive Director of UN-HABITAT for her submission to the Governing Council of UN-HABITAT next year and subsequently to the General Assembly of the United Nations.

Honourable Ministers, Madam Executive Director, Excellencies, Distinguished Participants and Friends.  
Let me now turn to my closing remarks.

It has been an honour and a privilege for me to be given the prestigious responsibility of co-chairing with Minister Diane Finley this most outstanding session of the World Urban Forum. There are many attributes to this conference, including different experiences that we have all faced. From my position as a co-chair, I should admit that I experienced the true meaning of what it is to be in the frontline of a process which is led by the people.

These last five days have confirmed that the World Urban Forum has truly come of age. It has not simply been a congregation of around 10,000 people from all parts of the world. It has also not simply been the production and adoption of a conference report. It has been about sharing a vision, forging new relationships, and charting a new way forward. It is a wonderful testimony to what has changed in the last 30 years since the Habitat I Conference.
We have been meeting here for a week. I do hope that we have been able to express the concerns, challenges and aspirations of the 6.5 billion people of the world.  It is my further hope that the outcome of this forum will further empower our respective constituencies, especially the less fortunate people, in the joint efforts and concrete actions to achieve sustainable cities. In that way we shall live up to the theme of this forum – sustainable cities: turning ideas into action. 

I would like to thank the Government and people of Canada for your wonderful generosity. You have not only hosted this forum, that has been very successful, but you have also lived up to your legendary hospitality.
To all participants, who have come from countries around the world, it is my sincere hope that this week has been a useful experience. I trust that we are leaving Vancouver more enlightened, more empowered and more energized to make this urban millennium sustainable for ourselves and our children.
I should also like to thank all my colleagues on the Advisory Groups, and especially the Acting Chair, Mr. Munir Sheikh, for their hard work and wisdom shown in the review of the Report of this session.
To Professor Anna Tibaijuka, Under Secretary General of the United Nations and UN-HABITAT’s Executive Director, and to your team, I wish to convey my congratulations. You have risen to the occasion. You have teamed up very well with the Government of Canada, as well as with other partners, in inspiring and uplifting us. This has been a wonderful forum. 
Let me end by wishing you all a pleasant and safe journey back home.

However, allow me to be personal as I finish off my remarks. In the five days I have been in this city I have greatly admired the beauty of this city, the warmth of her people and the vision of the leadership. It is a city of the people in the true sense of the world. 

As an expression of my appreciation, I would like to leave with Her Worship The Chair Lois Jackson of the Greater Vancouver Regional District a small token from the people of Tanzania, a carving from a rare black-wood called ‘Mpingo’ found in the southern part of my country. It symbolizes unity and solidarity for achieving a common vision.
I Thank You!
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